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Happy New Year and Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.  

Some of you may remember the Calvin & Hobbes cartoons that used to run in the 

newspaper. In one that appeared this time of year, Hobbes, Calvin’s stuffed tiger, asks, “did you 

make any resolutions for the New Year?” Calvin comes unglued and shouts, “NO! I’m fine just 

the way I am! Why should I change? In fact, I think it’s high time the world started to change to 

suit Me! I don’t need to improve! Everyone else does!” Cavin then takes a breath and asks, 

“How about you? Did you make any resolutions? Hobbes has this flabbergasted look on his face 

and says, “Well I had resolved to be less offended by human nature, but I think I blew it 

already.” 

 So, do you have any new year’s resolutions? Lots of people make them. I read 

somewhere that the top five resolutions are to get personal finances in order, lose weight, stop 

smoking, become more physically fit, and improve personal relationships. Some folks even 

decide to attend church more faithfully. But the fact is that after only one week, almost a quarter 

of us have bailed out on whatever it was we had resolved to do; after a month, almost half have 

given up; but one in five keep their resolutions! No doubt the failure rate is what keeps many 

folks from making any all. But even those who refuse to make resolutions understand the appeal. 

There is something about us that looks forward to new beginnings 

  Especially this year. Some things are still beyond our control. But how we respond to 

them is in our control. What will 2022 have in store for us? As God’s people we should evaluate 

the purpose of our lives. 

On this first Sunday of the year of our Lord, 2022, our scriptures for today help us to 

think about the purpose of our lives from God’s point of view. In John’s gospel, he challenges us 

to at least begin to glimpse just how sweeping God’s way really is. It, after all, covers 

immeasurable eons of time, beginning even before creation and ending with the return of Jesus 

Christ. And in between Paul insists that God planned in the fullness of time “to bring all things in 

heaven and on earth together”. 

What’s more, in Ephesians, Paul invites a culture that looks at virtually everything from a 

human perspective to look at things as God looks at them. God is, in fact, the initiator throughout 

this whole magnificent passage. As a side note, it’s interesting that this passage was all one 

sentence in its original language. 

Paul tells his Ephesian readers that God blessed, chose and predestined those whom God 

has adopted as God’s sons and daughters. However, he also insists that God has freely given 

grace to us, has lavished grace on us, has made known to us the mystery of the gospel and has 

redeemed us. 

This Ephesians passage is almost all about Jesus Christ. He, after all, is our link to our 

heavenly Father, the Creator. Christ is both the means and the goal of our salvation. In him all 

things hold together. Our text reminds us that Christ is “the glue that binds the universe.”  

All that Jesus’ followers need and all that we’ve now received or ever will receive took 

place “in Christ,” as Paul repeats eight times in this short passage. After all, God chose us “in 

Christ” before the creation of the world to “be holy and blameless in his sight”. Among other 

things, this means that God somehow linked Christ and us together in God’s mind. 

So in the mysterious mists of eternity, God graciously chose to adopt those who didn’t 

even yet exist as God’s own children through the redeeming work of Jesus Christ. Though God 

knew that we would be unholy and blameworthy, God chose to make us holy and blameless. 
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That makes Ephesians 1 a song of grace for the whole world.  It sends God’s people out to all 

other people who need the gospel of God’s redeeming love. Our text, after all, reminds us that  

we don’t choose whom God saves. Those whom God has chosen, God also adopts as God’s 

forgiven sons and daughters. That means that, among other things, God graciously gives us 

access to him so that we know that he will hear and answer our prayers for our best interests. 

However, because of what Jesus Christ did, God also shapes and molds his beloved 

people to be more and more like our Savior.  In sending Jesus Christ into our world, God has 

revealed a mystery to us. Paul refers to that mystery as what God has revealed to us in Jesus 

Christ. By sending Jesus Christ, God shows us how much God loves both God’s whole world 

and us. Christ’s coming shows that God plans to lovingly unite all things in Jesus Christ. 

Paul insists that because of God’s love and Christ’s victory over sin and death that we 

aren’t alone, unconnected and ultimately left to our own devices. No, God’s plan is to finally 

bring all things under the loving rule of Jesus Christ. So our destiny is to finally experience 

perfect love between God and all of God’s children, as well as the rest of God’s creation. One 

day, Paul promises, God will unite all of God’s creation in God’s love, unity, peace and 

completeness so that we can worship the Lord forever in the glory of God’s new creation. 

How, then, shall God’s adopted sons and daughters live? We begin by remembering that 

God chose us, made us God’s children and is moving us toward eternity in God’s glorious 

presence. In the words of our text, we are God’s “saints,” God’s “sons” (and daughters).”   

As a result, God’s people seek to live to what verses 12 and 14 refer as “the praise of” 

God’s “glory,” “What is the chief end of man? To glorify him and enjoy him forever.” 

The glory of God is the revelation of God. So to glorify God is to serve the Lord by our 

words and actions as the gracious God that God is. To live to the praise of God’s glory is to 

orient our lives in such a way that they always honor not us, but the Lord. 

However, to live to the praise of God’s glory is also to do all that we can to encourage others to 

live for God’s glory as well. Quite simply, God’s choice of us to be God’s children motivates us 

to encourage others to recognize that choice in their lives as well.    ----- it motivates us to bring 

that good news to the whole world. 

 So what will 2022 bring? The good news I have for you at the beginning of this new year 

is that we serve a God of new beginnings. That means that this God of new beginnings is more 

concerned about our future than our past. Hear it again: this God of new beginnings is more 

concerned about our future than our past. Yes, our past may well be one of sadness and broken 

resolutions, but that does not matter…not to this God, the one whom we come to know in a very 

personal way in Jesus Christ. 

 To let you know that bygones are bygones, and that you are given a fresh start, you are 

invited to a New Years’ meal, a celebration of new beginnings—the simple fare of bread and 

wine that has come to mean so much! 

 To those distinguished theologians, Calvin and Hobbes, whose insights, sadly, no longer 

grace our morning paper—In the very last comic strip before their untimely demise, Calvin says, 

“…a brand new year! A fresh, clean start! A day full of possibilities! It’s a magical world, 

Hobbes, ole buddy!…”  

Indeed. Let us look anew at our lives in a wonderful mysterious, grace filled world with 

the God of  new beginnings! Let us serve the Lord by our words and actions. Claim your 

wonderful new year, live as a child of God, and give God the glory and share it with others! 

Amen. 


