
Deacon  Bernice Sorrels     

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Baroda, MI 

3nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Sermon Jan. 23 2022 ,  Luke 4:14-21 

Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19 (A-vs. 7); I Cor 12:12-31a 

 

Grace  mercy and peace from God our Father and from  our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

Jesus, on his journey to reveal God’s great love through  miracles, 

signs and teaching, stops at his old hometown.   

 

 The Gospel writer, Luke, a physician and historian, has already 

established Jesus’ lineage and his baptism.  His wilderness 40-day 

journey….including his encounter with the devil.  

 

 The temptation to lay aside the purpose for which He had come 

into the world was significant.   

 

This portion of Luke 4 for our hearing today, happens after Jesus 

has been journeying  with his disciples….healing, teaching, 

meeting needs of the people in his path.   

 

As was his devout practice, he came to the temple.  He read from 

the prophet Isaiah.   

 

Jesus’ reading reveals who He is….and what Good News he  

brings to the poor, the sick, the oppressed  (the underdogs so to 

speak), those needing hope. 

 

I can envision those standing….in attendance in the Synagogue, 

saying with some pride and satisfaction….isn’t this Joseph’s son? 

Our hometown boy done good? 

 



They were pleased at how well he read from the scrolls.  Right 

until he sat and began teaching.  In true Rabbinic tradition, Jesus 

sat to teach.  

 

The few things in his speaking that made the crowd so mad they 

could have pushed him off a cliff, had to do with  their lack of 

faith….lack of faithfulness.  Jesus pointed out and lifted up those 

gentiles who had been healed and had been found faithful. 

 

Those in His presence that day….in Jesus’ hometown…became 

furious at his teaching because he had lifted up the “others”.  The 

Gentiles.   

 

The hopes and dreams for so many years….generations…were that 

the Messiah – the promised one of God – would change the world!  

Would enrich the lives of those chosen people.   

 

You can see how Jesus, revealed in his reading of Scripture, knew 

his anointed roll was different than many had hoped for.  To enrich 

the rich?  To strengthen the oppressors?  To imprison and enslave? 

No. 

 

Jesus’ anointed role and our calling as followers includes caring 

for the needy.  To bring healing and wholeness in Jesus….to those 

who suffer.  To love beyond measure the “others” of society. 

 

 

Jesus journeyed on from Nazareth….to  heal and to cast out 

demons.  His time had not yet come.  Many were made whole and 

believed.  Jesus did change the world.  Jesus changed individuals 

and whole communities.  Yes…the world. 

 

 

 

 



May we hear Jesus’ calling to us.  May we listen for God’s voice 

in the still silence….and the meditations of our hearts… 

 

May we respond with joy and willingness (even in these difficult 

times) to follow Jesus. 


