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Grace  mercy and peace from God our Father and from  our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

The Gospel reading today directly follows the reading for last 

Sunday.  It’s focus is on what follows AFTER the people from 

Jesus home town listen….really listen….to Jesus, the teacher, the 

Anointed ONE. 

 

Far different from the expectations of the Messiah….the Anointed 

ONE….is the calling of Jesus (the true Messiah) 

 

If the original audience……the hearers that day…only KNEW and 

REMEMBERED what great love God had for them….and not only 

them….but for ALL,  they could have had a far different response 

to Jesus’  teaching.  As it was….they were so mad they wanted to 

push him off a cliff. 

 

It wasn’t just that they disagreed with Jesus.  It was an angry 

response to the idea that they had measured poorly when Jesus 

brought up the faith that was lacking in them and lifted up those 

Gentiles….the widow of Zarephath who had sheltered the prophet, 

and the belief of  Naaman, the Syrian, who had gained God’s 

graciousness for their actions and belief.  THOSE 

PEOPLE….THOSE PEOPLE!  They were worse than dogs and 

thought to be scoundrels….certainly NOT the upright people who 

were there that day.   

 



Sometimes it is difficult for us, too, to REMEMBER The LOVE 

that flows from God is for ALL people.  Not just the Children of 

Israel.  And not just us. 

 

I don’t want to put things into a perspective….if only things were 

different, or if only people were more faithful….or kinder or 

better……  that overlooks that the stories of the earliest followers 

of Jesus….and us, too,  are very human.  There is a reason Jesus 

came to us….there is a reason we need God.  There is a reason we 

need Jesus. 

 

We could wish things were different back in Jesus’ day.  We could 

wish things were different right now.  Remember how easy it was 

to come to church….before covid?  We are called on to do the best 

that we can with who we are and what we have.   

 

I am reminded of a poem that says:  He drew a circle that shut me 

out. Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.  But love and I had the wit to 

win.  We drew a circle that took him in.  (From poem by Edwin 

Markham.  “Outwitted” 

 

 

 

I want to shift the focus to the reading from 1 Corinthians 13.  The 

LOVE chapter!  This is such a well-known portion of Scripture in 

the New Testament.   

 

Paul’s letter to the Christians in Corinth represents the longing of 

our hearts.  The Christians at Corinth were not perfect people.  

They were quite like those in the Synagogue in the Luke reading.  

As long as the ideas being spoken were to their liking….they liked 

it.  

 

 However….the overwhelming love of God is shown in the light of 

the world.  And light reveals the Gospel truth.   



The challenge to the original audience to Jesus’ teaching in 

Nazareth , and the Corinthian Christians….and on through the 

centuries to us…here….today, is that even if we are living our best 

lives….are able to be favored because of the beauty of our words, 

or our best acts of charity…if we do this without love….without 

kindness….without caring for others, it is nothing. 

 

 

(Read part of it again). 

 

We are followers of Jesus.  We do God’s work with our hands and 

our hearts.   

 

May it be our hope and our practice to find ways during this season 

of Epiphany….to draw a circle that draws others in….through 

sharing the love of Jesus through our actions and our words. 

 

And finally the words that remain are Faith Hope and Love.  And 

the greatest of these is….LOVE. 

 

 

 

     


