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Grace  mercy and peace from God our Father and from  our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel reading today continues to share the Journey of 

Jesus….the teaching and miracles that he brought to the people of 

that day.  The Gospel according to Luke continues to give us a 

glimpse into the life of Jesus.  Everywhere he journeyed….he fed 

people, healed people and cast out demons.  AND he taught those 

who followed.  How shall we then live?  ….His teachings continue 

through the centuries to reach us.  Here.  In this day and age.  Still 

so good. 

 

Today, our Gospel reading….focuses on the Sermon on the Plain.  

Similar to the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel, but with 

slightly different emphasis.  Matthew’s Gospel  includes spiritual 

poverty.  Dr. Luke….very practical….speaks of physical poverty. 

 

Jesus, friend of sinners, friend of all …. Teaches.  Both the 

Matthew Sermon on the Mount and the Luke Sermon on the plain 

begin with the beatitudes….and end with the wise and foolish 

builders.   



Blessings and Woes could be a title given to this Gospel lesson 

today.  The blessings or benefits are sharply compared to the woes 

or difficulties that are brought out in this reading. 

 

Indeed, the other readings for this day….for our hearing….include 

compare and contrast examples.  We are reminded of the reversal 

of fortunes that happen….seasons of poverty….seasons of well-

being.  And ordinary life….our ordinary lives…include both. 

 

The wise and the foolish.   

 

As we read further than this Luke portion…we read the familiar 

instruction that rings in hearts:  Love your enemies.  Do good to  

those who hate you.  Bless those who curse you.  ….and on. 

 

So, we are reminded about how life has a way of going up and 

down….fortunes are reversed.  Well-being changes.   

 

We have experienced unexpected troubles.  And on a world-wide 

scale….people….God’s beloved people….all….have faced 

extreme difficulties.  We might wonder how this sermon of 

Jesus…the beatitudes…may be heard by those suffering even to 

the loss of life.   

 

We so often wonder how does this affect ME? 

 

As if we are at the center of the universe….at the center of  God’s 

favor.  We are not.  We are reminded over and over again of God’s 

great love and mercy to all people….in all generations. 

 

 

The rewards of  following Jesus don’t mean a problem-free life.  

Or a charmed existence.   

 



We often are so concerned about our own benefits and well-being, 

that when difficulties… challenges….confront us, we don’t 

understand. 

 

 We often choose to say things like “why me?”  

 

“Why not me ?” may be a better question.   

 

How shall we then live?.....as a part of a larger community. 

 

The following verses in Luke….do give us guidance on How we 

shall live.   Take it as a challenge this morning….to reread this 

Gospel portion….and the following verses.  How shall we then 

live? 

 

How shall we then live? 

 

Words to ponder.  Words to pray about as we seek to intentionally 

follow Jesus this day and each day. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 


