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CHRIST IS RISEN1   HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 How many times have you heard the Easter story? I’m guessing 

most of you have heard it off and on, all your lives. And that’s a good 

thing. One should never tire of hearing the incredible story of God’s 

grace and love. 

 That said, I’m going to tell the story again from Luke’s point of 

view. But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they and some 

others came to the tomb, bringing the spices which they had prepared.” 

(Luke 24:1) “At early dawn” equates to sunrise, when the sun is just 

coming up, when there is just enough light to see by. Think of this, not 

only as the time of day, but as a symbol for something far greater. 

 In the Bible, light stands for revelation. This was the first act of 

creation: “Let there be light, and there was light” (Genesis 1:3). To walk 

in the light is to be enlightened. To walk in  

darkness is to be ignorant, uninformed, out of touch, and oblivious to 

God’s presence. A miracle of unprecedented proportions is about to be 

revealed. 

 Luke goes on to say, “They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb.” (Luke 24:2).  

This part of the story has always amazed me. What would the women 

have done if the stone had not been rolled away? The stone was far too 

heavy for them to move on their own. What were they thinking when 

they set out that morning? 

 But let’s not be too critical, after all where were the men? They 

were hiding behind closed doors. After all, their teacher had just been 

executed. They could be next. But back to the women--we too, often fail 

to plan ahead and be prepared for the complexities of life. The good 

news is before the women ever got to the tomb; God had already 

prepared the way. The stone had been rolled away. The entrance to the 

tomb was open. God knows our needs before we ask and looks over us, 

even when we’re unaware that there may be trouble ahead. Sometimes 

we recognize God’s providence and say thank you, and sometimes we 

don’t. Either way, God is faithful. 

 But the Easter story, the story continues. The women who had 

come to the tomb early in the morning, entered the tomb—but they 

“didn’t find the Jesus’ body”. (Luke24:3) As much as we may like to 

jump to conclusions here, this is not the climax of the story. The empty 
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tomb itself is no proof of the resurrection. At this point, all the women 

know is that the body of Jesus is missing. Who could’ve moved it… and 

why? They don’t know. They’re perplexed and confused, that’s all. 

 Meanwhile, the story goes on to say, “While they were greatly 

perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling 

clothing” (Luke 24:4) The women are frighted. You would be, too. 

While artists picture angels as saintly, loveable figures with wings on 

their back and halos over their heads, the Bible makes it clear: Angels 

are to be feared. They have the power to redeem or destroy. Angels are 

messengers, so that, when they speak, you’d better listen. And this what 

the angels said: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” (Luke 

24:5b) 

 Again, let’s’ not be too hard on the women. They were acting in 

faith. Their motives were pure. They were devoted to Jesus and going 

about the business of anointing his body. Where else would they have 

expected to find, him, except in the tomb where he had been laid? 

Again, it helps to read symbolically: Jesus is the way, the truth and the 

life; you can expect to find him where you are—in the midst of your 

daily activities—not stuck on some empty shelf or put away among the 

relics of the past.  

 Do we as Christian separate church life from every day life? Do we 

deal with the rough and tumble issues of the world on Sunday morning, 

AND then bring a faithful witness to the rough and tumble issues of life 

throughout the week? We need to be looking for Jesus in the faces and 

places where we work as well as the face in the places where we 

worship. Think about that for a moment. 

 First, there are not holy places, as such. Churches, chapels, 

sanctuaries, temples are simply buildings built by human hands. They 

give us a place to meet. Any place can be a holy place when we gather in 

the name of Jesus Christ and we feel his presence and sing his praise. 

Remember what Jesus said? He said, “Where two or three are gathered 

in my name, I am there among them. 

 Second, there are no holy men or women, as such. Mother Teresa, 

Billy Graham, Pope Francis, …we are all sinners, every one of us. Yet 

we are created in the image of God. Each of us is holy when we reflect 

God’s love. We are sinners, yet God’ righteousness has made us saints. 
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 Third, have you ever wondered why we worship on Sunday rather 

than some other day of the week? After all, scripture says, “Keep the 

Sabbath holy…”, and in Jesus’s day and for the Jews today, the Sabbath 

begins at sundown on Friday and continues through sundown the next 

day. So why do we worship on Sunday morning? It’s because that’s 

when the resurrection occurred, and we want the world to know that we 

are people of the resurrection. And to tell the truth, any moment of any 

day is holy when we dedicate it to the risen Christ. 

 Let’s move on. It’s at this point the angels proclaim the Good 

News. “He isn’t here, but is risen.” (Luke 24:6) Looking back the whole 

course of civilization was changed by these seven simple words: “He is 

not here, but is risen!” 

Before Christ we lived by the legalism of the Old Testament—an eye for 

an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 

°Righteousness was a matter of keeping the law and avoiding 

transgression. 

°Forgiveness was conditional and based on prescribed steps of 

making atonement such as offering sacrifices and gifts. 

°Salvation boiled down to a simple question” Am I good enough to 

go to heaven? Do my good works outweigh my sinfulness?  

All this changed with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

°Jesus said, ”You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye, 

and a tooth for a tooth.” I tell you, don’t resist him who is evil; but 

whoever strikes you on your right cheek, turn to him the other 

also.” 

°St. Paul wrote, “all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; 

being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus (Romans 3:23) 

Continuing our story, the angels told the women, “He is not here, but is 

risen.” And since that day, the world has never been the same. The angel 

went on to say, “Remember what he told you… that the Son of Man 

must be delivered up into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 

the third day rise again?” (Luke 24:6-7) Luke says “They remembered 

his words, returned from the tomb, and told all these things to the 

eleven, and to all the rest.” (Luke 24”8-9) 

 This is where the story becomes deeply personal. It has to do with 

our response. A church banner says it best: “Someone once told you 
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about Jesus-- who have you told lately?” The essence of the gospel is 

both proclamation and response. The Good News is proclaimed in 

scripture, sermon, song, and sacrament. We hear it by the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit. And then it’s up to us to share it with others in the hope 

of bringing them into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 Once the women heard the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection, they 

rushed back to the Upper Room to tell the others. Sadly, Luke says, “But 

their words seemed to them as an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them. What we know is that the others will come to faith in time. They 

will believe in Jesus, not only as Lord, but Savior… Savior of their lives 

and Savior of the world. What we need to remember is that it’s not up to 

us to direct the outcome of our witness, only to offer it to others as an 

invitation of faith.  

 Here's the bottom line: Today is Easter Sunday. New life begins, as 

of now. Claim the gift of life in its fullest and share that gift graciously 

with others, to the glory of God in Christ. 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  AMEN! 
 


