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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord, Jesus Christ, thru 

the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Have you ever had a God moment? A time when you felt God was telling 

you to do something. Maybe it was a time when you wanted to do something you 

knew wasn’t a good thing and that small still voice was urging you to reconsider. 

Maybe it was a thought about calling a friend or neighbor to see how they were 

doing. Maybe it was to pray for someone and later you found out they had avoided 

some catastrophe. Maybe something totally unexpected happened to you that 

brought joy or amazement to you. I believe we have “God moments” every day. 

Sometimes we actually pay attention and see them as God moments. And that’s 

what we have in our scriptures today. 

 Theologian, William H. Willimon, in his commentary on this morning’s 

gospel, made the following observation. “When we think about ourselves, most of 

us think that our selves are the result of what we have managed to make of our 

lives. My self is whatever I have chosen, worked, decided, and striven to be.” End 

quote. Of course, there is some truth to this statement. Each of us participate in 

developing our own destiny. Every decision that we make can influence our future. 

Each decision that we make closes some doors and opens others. 

 But there are other forces that work to direct our lives that are beyond our 

control, which may be either positive or negative. For example, we know that 

crime and violence can wreak havoc upon a person’s life, as well as economic 

downturns. Families can be loving and caring but many are chaotic and 

dysfunctional. And yet the power of God’s grace, can intervene in the life of an 

individual to enable that person to change their life in a more positive direction. 

It is this positive intervention of God’s grace into our lives that seems to be the 

basis of our lessons for this morning. In all of the resurrection stories that are 

recorded in Scripture, there is no indication that the dejected disciples are looking 

for the risen Christ. The events that led up to Good Friday and our Lord’s 

crucifixion, was one of those negative influences upon their lives that derailed their 

expectations for the future. The death of Jesus destroyed their hopes and dreams, 

and left them in a state of depression. 

 But God did not leave them abandoned. The risen Christ came back to the 

disciples, and because of this intervention of God’s grace into their lives, and 

through the power of God’s Spirit, they were given a new direction and a new 

purpose for their lives. God turned their despair and lack of hope into a more 

positive and meaningful direction. And as a result, they became the first apostles of 

the Christian church. 

 In our psalm for today --Having been rescued from foes, the poet lifts up the 

Lord in a jubilant praise. If the Lord had not been there for the poet, the foes would 

have prevailed, causing grief and even possibly death. The poet’s praise is not just 

for the reversal of fortune but for the fact that this has taken place through God’s 
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gracious act. The poet needed God’s help and cried to the Lord and the Lord 

responded. 

 The same dynamic is at work in our lesson from Acts, in which Saul is on 

his way to Damascus, pursuing what he believed to be his destiny as a good 

Pharisee, to purge the synagogues of the heresy of all who came to believe in this 

ridiculous claim of the resurrection of Jesus the Christ. Paul felt secure in his life, 

informed by solid study of the Torah, which led him to embrace his mission with 

zeal. 

 But along the way, the risen Christ, through the power of God’s Spirit, 

intervened into Paul’s life. And this man, who felt it was his responsibility and 

duty to persecute those who came to faith in Jesus as the Christ, encountered the 

grace of God, and his life took on a new direction. His life changed from being a 

persecutor of the church, to becoming the church’s greatest missionary to the 

Gentiles. Saul experienced a change in his life, that brought him to a deeper faith, 

so much so, that he abandoned his Hebrew name, and adopted his Roman name, 

Paul. 

 Of course, those of us living in today’s society, look upon these stories of 

Scripture, and refer to them as miracles, and by that designation, we tend to think 

of special events that took place years ago, but seldom happen in our life today. 

After all, as Willimon pointed out, we like to think of ourselves as what we have 

made of our lives. But I believe that God’s grace continues to intervene in our 

lives, in many and subtle ways, to enable us to realize God’s gracious presence 

among us. And occasionally in not so subtle ways. 

 The miracles of Jesus are really intended to reveal the presence of God’s 

grace and concern for our lives. The miracle stories that are recorded in Scripture. 

When Jesus left, he sent the Holy Spirit to be with us. Miracles still happen in our 

lives today. Some people might refer to some happenings as good luck or 

coincidences. You don’t need faith to have a miracle happen; but we need to have 

faith in order to see and feel the presence of God at work in our lives.  

 I like to call them God moments. Sometimes they are small daily things that 

make us thankful—the smile of a baby, the laughter of a child, the hug from a 

friend. Or it might be if you have ever been surprised by someone paying for your 

meal, holding the door open, asking if you need help with something. 

 In the summer of 1999 I was a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church in 

Elkhart, IN. One of my fellow members came up to me and asked if I would 

consider teaching a Sunday School class. I wasn’t very eager, but said I would if 

they couldn’t find someone else. The beginning of September came and they still 

didn’t have a teacher for the 1st & 2nd graders. Yup—you guessed it—I became 

their teacher. And it was a good class of eight kids. One day I gave them an 

assignment to draw a picture of a person or persons that were important to them. 

 They all went right to work and as I went around the table looking at their 
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pictures, I could guess who they were drawing, because I knew their parents and 

grandparents. Until I got to Bryce—I was stumped, so I asked him whose picture 

he was drawing. He looked at me and said—“It’s you!” I was so surprised and so I 

asked him why he drew my picture, and he said, “Because you’re the only one who 

tells me about Jesus.” That was a God moment! But that’s not when I decided to 

start seminary. I had a whole list of excuses of why I couldn’t be a pastor. 

 A few months later I was teaching swimming and water safety classes at one 

of the high school pools. It was lunch time, everyone had left, and I was sitting 

alone by the pool, eating my lunch and a voice in my head—said—“You’re 

running away just like Jonah.” (You know the story—Jonah & the whale—God 

gave Jonah an assignment and he ran in the opposite direction). That fall I 

continued working at the YMCA but started classes at the Mennonite Seminary in 

Elkhart. The next year I quit my job of 28 years with the Y and enrolled full time at 

the Lutheran Seminary in Chicago. 

 As we contemplate the meaning of the grace of God, revealed most clearly 

in the resurrection of Jesus the Christ, and his coming back to his disciples to 

reveal his presence and to inspire them to live life anew, can we think that God 

does not do the same today? Through the power of God’s Spirit, God is constantly 

present to us, seeking to amend and to direct our lives toward a more positive 

future, according to his design. 

 Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, like your first disciples, we need your 

continued direction to help us focus on the life you would have us live. Make us 

recognize the work of your Holy Spirit, that we be faithful disciples today and 

proclaim your love to those around us. This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 


