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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Address: 

9193 Cleveland Avenue 

P.O. Box 67 

Baroda, MI 49101 

 

Phone: 269-422-1449 

Website: stjohnsbaroda.com 

E-mail: stjohnsbaroda@hotmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  

9AM-1PM 

 

Sunday Schedule: 

 Worship 10AM 

 

 Rev. Kenneth Babcock - Pastor  

Council President – Bruce Nitz 

Administrative Assistant- Amy Semenak 

Accountant - Bonnie Hodge 

Webmaster - Alan Anderson 

 

 

 

Find us on Facebook! 
Page: St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in Baroda 

 
Starting December 4th   

Sunday Worship begins at 10AM 
 

 
Advent Soup Supper  
and Lay Led Devotion 

Wednesday’s 11/30 thru 12/21 
6PM 

 
Versiti Blood Drive 

December 6th at 2PM 
 

 
Angel Tree  

November 20th – December 14th 
 It is the time of giving. 

Please pick up an angel and  
help a family less fortunate 

 

 

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FcFCngOm4qG3WM&tbnid=WnsmOCuSOUlvmM:&ved=&url=http://teenspeak.org/2011/11/23/the-latest-facebook-virus/&ei=XdNEUereN8iFywHzn4CAAw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEdIqfE4VXgt0KD2o_CNYxlLz00XQ&ust=1363551454281177


 

 

Memorial Funds 
Memorial funds may be  

designated to: 

 

Altar/Worship Enhancement Fund 

General Memorial Fund  

Sound for Sanctuary 

Kitchen Improvement Fund 

Church Roof Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our Homebound Members: 

 

Elaine Lochner   Marguerite Mohn  
Woodland Terrace  Woodlawn Terrace of Niles 
8850 Red Arrow Hwy  #102 
Apt. 29    13 Longmeadow Village Drive 
Bridgman, MI 49106            Niles, MI  49120 
 
Ray Mak     
1123 W. Marquette Woods Rd  
St. Joseph, MI  49085                 
      
Carmen Hora     Jim and Jean Jasper 
Pine Ridge Facility    10370 Gast Road  
4368 Cleveland Avenue   Bridgman, MI  49106   
Room 125 – Bed 2    
Stevensville, MI  49127   
 

 
 
Our Church Leaders: 
         

Rev. Elizabeth Eaton     Rev. Craig Satterlee    

Presiding Bishop, ELCA   Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA 

 

Our Companion Synods: 
 

Christian Lutheran Church of Honduras  

Lutheran Church of  Papua New Guinea  

Lutheran Church of Latvia     

 

 

 

 

Need a Ride?  Transportation is available for all our worship 
services and events throughout the week. If you would 
prefer not driving yourself, especially amid weather 
conditions and darkness, we still want you to come and join 
us at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual 
basis. So please call the church office 269-422-1449 for 
details or to schedule a ride.  
 
Unsure about coming in,  you can join us on YouTube by 
clicking the website tab at www.stjohnsbaroda.com or 
subscribe to the St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Baroda Facebook page for the weekly worship service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

December Celebrations 
 

 

 

If a birthday, anniversary and/or baptism is listed incorrectly, please call the church office 

so that we can correct our records. 

 
   
      

           

     

 

 

 

 
If you need emergency pastoral care, for situations such as hospital admissions or a death in the family, you may 
contact: 
 
Pastor Ken Babcock  231-719-7741      
 

     

3 Nancy Kasten  

5 Kristi Fleisher  

6 Sue Babcock  

6 Jeremy Tilly  

9 Amber Owen  

12 Jim Jasper  

14 Linda Frantz  

15 Ginger Nitz  

23 Eldon Nitz  

1 Betty Elsass 16  Larry Klug 

   1 Jill Resendiz 16  Keith McClintock 

1 Bill Zielke 18  Aiden Nitz 

8 Scott Fleisher 23  Harper Bladecki 

9 Abby Schilling 26  Tyler Cramton 

15 Ashlee Tilly  

   

   

Versiti Blood Drive 
Tuesday, December 6th 

2:00PM – 6:00PM  
Fellowship Hall 

*Appointments can be made 
online at www.versiti.org 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Dearest Parish Family: 

 

The rush has begun!  Plane tickets, road maps, Thanksgiving Day turkey, guest lists, scented candles, the 

aroma of fresh-cut pine needles, pumpkin pie baking in the oven, Black Friday, toys, digital games, 

Christmas cards, and Christmas ham, house cleaning, shopping, shopping, and shopping.  And let me 

think?  What else?  Ah, prepacking the suitcases for visiting!  Is the car fueled up?  Absolutely!  This is 

the season of preparation! 

I still feel stuffed and still shaking-off a tinge of a food-coma-hangover and replaying the memories of 

fellowship and companionship, all within our first holidays after returning to our adopted families, 

church, and community! What a wonderful feast we shared together here at St. John’s. Crafts for the 

children and adults, Bingo, and a loving church family! And food, delicious food! I am certain all shared 

with your families and friends on our nations Thanksgiving Day celebration. What is on your Thankful 

List? 

Speaking of preparing for a banquet, we have three black squirrels dashing from tree to tree, at full-tilt, in 

the backyard of the parsonage – discover, bury, discover, bury! For them it is an endless process from 

sun-up to sun-down in their season of preparation. Their lives depend on it! 

So, as it is with Advent, our Spiritual lives depend on it, the preparing of our hearts for His coming. The 

Church’s season of preparation. Four weeks of preparing for our special guest, the Christ Child. We are 

all looking forward to the decorations, candles, poinsettias, Christmas Hymns, the Altar Guild planning 

the strategy for the coming of Baby Jesus! Away in the Manger, Silent Night, and the other nostalgic 

Christmas Favorites! But first, Advent! Advent is about expectation, anticipation, and hope. And “A hope 

never fails.” Hope is the anchor of our soul, so it is with the Christmas Child! Our only hope! 

It is difficult to remember, sometimes, because of the demands of the Holiday preparations, that it really 

is the “Reason for the Season.” 

So, from Sue and I, a Merry Christmas, and a blessed, joyous, and fulfilled New Year! 

Seasons blessings, PK & Sue 

      



 

 

      
 

   

    ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
Thank you to all who attended the congregational meeting.  Highlights of the meeting…. 

 

Constitutional Amendment motion to change the terms of Council members to one-year terms with unlimited 

terms allowed.  Each year those interested in becoming Council members would be voted in at the annual meeting. 

Your 2023 Council Members are:  Bruce Nitz, Steve Nitz, Tina Cramton, Alan Anderson, Sandy Anderson, Jill 

Resendiz, Mike Semenak, Nancy Kasten, and Amanda Barker.  Thank you for serving! 

 

Sunday Service Time Change – motion was passed to start Sunday worship at 10AM starting December 4, 2022 

and revert back to 9AM for Summer Worship starting Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. 

 

2023 Budget was approved.  St. John’s is in a financially secure position thanks to the faithful support of the 

congregation.  As with any older building, continued maintenance is needed.  Areas of repair include outdoor 

areas under the East side windows, reglazing the stained-glass windows and a new HVAC system for the 

parsonage.  Future fund raising may be necessary to address these areas of concern.  The slight increase in the 

2023 budget is mostly due to utility increases.   

 

Copies of the meeting agenda, attachments, and budget are available in the church office. 

 

 

 

Poinsettia Plant Orders 
 
The plants you have purchased may be taken home after Christmas Eve service on December 24th.  Thank you! 

 

Come! You’re invited to visit. 

 

Coffee with Pastor 

 

Every Wednesday 

11AM – 1PM 



 

 

         
 

 
ANGEL TREE 

November 20th through December 14th 

These gifts are for families that are truly in need of some help.  Please take one or more angels with the wishes 
of that child, (hang an angel in its place), then return the WRAPPED gift with the angel attached to it and place it 
under the Christmas tree.   

PLEASE HAVE ALL GIFTS TURNED IN BY WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14H.  Thank you!! 

You are all angels for helping someone less fortunate to have a very Merry Christmas. 

 

  

                                                                                                                           

Thank you to Caroline Widdis for the beautiful 

Christmas wreaths that adorn the church front 

entranceway. 

Starting December 4th  

Sunday Worship 

starts at 10AM 
 

To our new church member, Tyler Villwock, 

we extend our good wishes and are extremely 

blessed to welcome you to St. John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  We pray that 

your faith and love for God increases every 

day and we will support and willingly share 

God’s love and blessings with you. 



 

 

 
 

Advent Soup Supper and Devotion Service 
 

6PM Light Soup Supper 
                      Lay Led Advent Devotions  

 
Every Wednesday Night starting November 30th through December 21st 

 
 

 

**December 11 after worship – First Communion Class & Pizza Party** 

First Holy Communion Preparation Class will be held Sunday, December 11th after worship.  A 
lesson about Holy Communion will be offered.  First Communion to be held the following week, 
December 18th.  Congregation is invited to the pizza party.     

Matthew 19:14   but Jesus said, “ Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is 
too such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

 



 

 

           
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Baroda Cardio Drumming 

 
Monday and Wednesday at 5:30PM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Gymnasium – Stevensville 

 

Please check their Baroda Cardio Drumming 

Facebook Page for the latest information.   

 
 

 
Miss Wheelchair Michigan Bake Sale 

December 11 after worship 
 

**Please note - no nut ingredients  
in donated goods** 

 
A bake sale will be held on December 11 to 
benefit Kitty McClintock, Miss Wheelchair 
Michigan. Kitty is a local Baroda resident, 
and the intent of the Miss Wheelchair 
program is to raise accessibility awareness. 

SEWING MACHINE NEEDED 

 

Quilt Group is in need of a working 

sewing machines ASAP.  (Could be a 

gift or on loan).   Their quilts have 

helped many in need.   

 

Please contact Janis F. or the church 

office if you have one available. 



 

 

          

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS            Redbud Area Ministries 

Redbud Area Ministries (R.A.M.) is located in Buchanan and their mission is “to demonstrate the love of Christ by 

distributing food….to those in need…” Redbud Area Ministries is an interdenominational and interracial ministry 

center started to organize the churches in the Buchanan and Galien School Districts to respond to individual and 

family needs. The food that is donated is distributed to those in the surrounding communities.  R.A.M. would 

appreciate staples. Specific suggestions are as follows: Peanut butter, Jelly, Cereal. Canned foods, Noodles, 

& spaghetti sauce. 

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord and he will repay him for his deed”. Proverbs 19 :17 

    

 

 

Church Office will be closed Monday, 

December 26th in observance of 

Christmas and Monday, January 2 for 

New Years Day.   

 

No Sunday Service Christmas Day – 

December 25th.  

January 1, 2023 

 New Year’s Day  

Worship at 10AM 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Our Common Goal: Rejecting Racism and Systemic Exclusion | Monday, December 5 at 6 pm 

 

During this session, we have the privilege of welcoming  The Rt. Rev. Prince Grenville Singh to 

give a reflection on our ninth principle on ‘Our Common Goal: Rejecting Racism and Systemic 

Exclusion.' Bishop Singh serves as the Bishop Provisional of the Episcopal Dioceses of Eastern 

and Western Michigan. He was born and raised in India, attending seminary and serving several 

congregations before immigrating to the US in the mid-90s for additional study and service in 

the Episcopal Church. His church-wide leadership includes Bishops Against Gun Violence, the 

House of Bishops Theology Committee, the Taskforce on the Theology of Social Justice, as a 

coach in the College for Bishops and several others. 

 

During this session, we will be discussing our ninth Interfaith Action principle, which states: 'Our 

common good requires advancing policies of inclusion and equity. We believe that racism and 

systemic exclusion in multiple forms is an intrinsic evil. As such capitalism without a 

foundational commitment to common good is a structural sin. Our faith traditions require us to 

reject systems that oppress people and create inequities. We are aware that racism and other 

forms of exclusionary discrimination impact the well-being of both the oppressed and the 

oppressor.' 

 

Please join us for this discussion on inclusion, equity, and the common good. 
  

Want to join our Monday morning 9 am Prayers for Ukraine?  Contact Sid Mohn 

at sidmohn@gmail.com to participate in 15 minutes of prayers for peace at the beginning of each 

week.  

  

Prayer for Ukraine, by Kayla Craig 

O God of peace, our hearts are heavy 

And our brains can barely keep up with the breaking news. 

We don’t know what to say or what to do in a world so wounded. 

So we come to you with hearts heavy for 

All who sit in the crossfires of violence and acts of war. 

mailto:sidmohn@gmail.com


 

 

 

O God of peace, be with the people of Ukraine. 

With the mothers who carry babies to subway shelters. 

With the fathers who hold their heads in their hands. 

With the children who absorb the traumas. 

Of violent acts of powerful men. 

O God of peace, we don’t know the words to pray 

For a warring world and all who are vulnerable in it. 

We don’t pretend to know the extent of the damages 

Or what tomorrow (or today) will bring. 

But we know that you are a God of peace 

And we can’t bomb our way to shalom. 

O God of peace, comfort the crying and heal the hurt. 

Tend the aching and soothe the fearful. 

Make us instruments of your peace 

Creating a sacred symphony where 

Rhythms of grace are danced upon 

And evil has lost its sting, now and forevermore. 

O God of peace, hear our prayer.  

  

 

Photo by Katie Moum on Unsplash 

Chipping Away at Immigration Reform 

The Bipartisan Border Solutions Act, introduced in the US Congress, would expand the capacity 

of the immigration system to triage asylum claims. It provides funding for four new 

processing centers along the southern border where migrants seeking asylum could be held 

for up to 72 hours and where they would undergo health screenings, background checks and 

an initial screening to determine whether they have a credible fear of persecution in their 

countries of origin. While the bill is not perfect, it does confirm the right to asylum in the US, 

 provides some fixes to the current overburdened asylum system, and provides incremental 

bipartisan movement on immigration reform. 

 

https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=ec850d03c2&e=a988f17bc7
https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=18b6183e9d&e=a988f17bc7
https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=2edb8361c0&e=a988f17bc7
https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=4d519a68a4&e=a988f17bc7


 

 

 

November is Native American Heritage Month.  

  

 

On October 9th at its Celebration of the Harvest and Harvesters,  Interfaith Action presented a land 

acknowledgment statement recognizing the historic lands settled by indigenous tribal communities. 

Why are land acknowledgment statements important?  Find the answer here.  

Interfaith Action’s intern, Mia Moran, has provided an overview of indigenous communities in 

Michigan. 

Please take a moment to click the button below and read her report about Indigenous Peoples' Day 

and Michigan history.  

 

https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=0fbd6c92ac&e=a988f17bc7
https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=0fbd6c92ac&e=a988f17bc7
https://swmichinterfaith.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=523526030bf190a52765c0b43&id=908cabd5ee&e=a988f17bc7


 

 

 

Faith Communities Contribute to Migrant Agricultural Workers.  

  

The Celebration of the Harvest and Harvesters was a joyful occasion as almost 200 folks gathered to 

worship together and to pledge to work for environmental protections and for the rights of migrant 

workers.  

  

The following is a  list of faith communities who provided donations for Interfaith Action’s migrant 

assistance program, Project: Faith in Action.  Four truckloads were delivered to our central pantry at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Baroda. 

  

All Saints Episcopal - Saugatuck 

 First Congregational - Coloma 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany - South Haven 

First Presbyterian, Benton Harbor 

Temple Bnai Shalom - Benton Harbor 

St, Paul’s Episcopal, St. Joe 

St. Augustine Episcopal, Benton Harbor 

Saron Lutheran, St. Joe 

Islamic Association of SW Michigan 

First Congregational, St. Joe 

Berrien Unitarian, St. Joe 

Episcopal Church of The Mediator, Harbert 

Harbert Community Church 

First Presbyterian, Niles 

St John’s Lutheran, Baroda 

Sikh Religious Society of Michigan 

Scully Friends and Family 

St, Joseph Catholic, St. Joe 

St. Gabriel Catholic, Berrien Springs 

St. Anthony Catholic, Buchanan 

Trinity Episcopal, Three Rivers 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
VancoPayments.com/eGiving 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving! 

 
St. John’s wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly 
offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 
 
Online Giving lets you go to stjohnsbaroda.com at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, 
change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.    

 

Vanco is trusted by more than 22,000 churches to provide eGiving solutions that allow members and visitors 
to give how and when they want. Our suite of eGiving tools include online, mobile, text, card reader and 
kiosk options. Vanco also maintains the highest level of PCI-compliance to ensure the security of donations 
and payments processed through any of our eGiving tools. 

 

Please consider directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. John’s.   

Any unused Choice Dollars expire at the end of the year. 


