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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Address: 

9193 Cleveland Avenue 

P.O. Box 67 

Baroda, MI 49101 

 

Phone: 269-422-1449 

Website: stjohnsbaroda.com 

E-mail: stjohnsbaroda@hotmail.com 

Office Hours starting March 11th: 

Monday-Thursday 3PM-6PM 

Friday 9AM-1PM  

 

Sunday Schedule: 

 Worship 10AM 

 

 Pastor  –  Rev. Kenneth Babcock  

Council President – Jeff Starbuck 

Administrative Assistant–  Amy Semenak 

Accountant –  Bonnie Hodge 

Webmaster –  Alan Anderson 

 

 

 

Find us on Facebook! 
Page: St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in Baroda 

 
St. John’s Mission Endowment 

 Fund 2024 Recipients Inside 

 

 
Palm Sunday Service with brunch afterwards 

March 24th at 10AM   
 

 
Maundy Thursday Service 

March 28th  
Light Supper at 6PM 

Service at 7PM 
 

 
Good Friday Service 
March 29th at 7PM 

 

 
Easter Service 

March 31st at 10AM 
 

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FcFCngOm4qG3WM&tbnid=WnsmOCuSOUlvmM:&ved=&url=http://teenspeak.org/2011/11/23/the-latest-facebook-virus/&ei=XdNEUereN8iFywHzn4CAAw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEdIqfE4VXgt0KD2o_CNYxlLz00XQ&ust=1363551454281177


 

 

Memorial Funds 
Memorial funds may be  

designated to: 

 

Altar/Worship Enhancement Fund 

General Memorial Fund  

Audio/Visual Improvements Fund 

Building Improvements Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Homebound Members: 

 

Elaine Lochner   Marguerite Mohn  
Woodland Terrace  Woodlawn Terrace of Niles 
8850 Red Arrow Hwy  #102 
Apt. 29    13 Longmeadow Village Drive 
Bridgman, MI 49106            Niles, MI  49120 
   
Jean Jasper   Barb Kinnison  
10370 Gast Road  8445 Hollywood Road 
Bridgman, MI  49106  Berrien Springs, MI  49103  
     
Fran Konya   Eldon Nitz               
Royalton Manor  345 W. Lemon Creek Road 
288 Peace Blvd  Baroda, MI  49101 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 
    
Barb Gilbert 
4273 Orchard Street 
Bridgman, MI  49106 

 
Our Church Leaders: 
Rev. Elizabeth Eaton     Rev. Craig Satterlee    
Presiding Bishop, ELCA   Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA 
 

     

   

Need a Ride?  Transportation is available for all our worship 
services and events throughout the week. If you would 
prefer not driving yourself, especially amid weather 
conditions and darkness, we still want you to come and join 
us at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual 
basis. So please call the church office 269-422-1449 for 
details or to schedule a ride.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Daylight Savings Time starts Sunday, March 10th.  Please set your 

clocks ahead one hour the night before. 

New Church Office Hours starting Monday, March 11th: 

Monday – Thursday 3PM-6PM and Friday 9AM-1PM.   

Pastoral hours will be updated at a later time. 



 

 

March Celebrations 
 

 

 

If a birthday, anniversary and/or baptism is listed incorrectly, please call the church office 

so that we can correct our records. 
                                                                   

     

 

 

 

   
 

 

    

2 Eric Perrin  

4 Barb Kinnison  

4 Keith McClintock  

10 Cheryl Tollas  

12 Roslyn Barrett  

16 Darlene Crawford  

18 Wes Barker  

20 Dody Hafer  

22 Carolyn Sommers  

   

   

   

2 Elaine Lochner 

10 Steve Nitz 

 10 Adelaide Phillips 

11 Allison Semenak 

15 Kim Perrin 

17 Sandy McClintock 

29 Bruce Nitz 

30 Judy Nitz 

2024 Super Book coupon books will be available end of March/early 

April 2024.  Cost is $40/book.   

 

$8 from every sale is returned to St. John’s to support the Building 

Improvements!!   
 

For many years, Margie Nitz has been decorating our 

Narthex, Fireplace Room, and bathrooms beautifully.  We 

thank you so much for your many years of service Margie.  It 

is now time to hand this “labor of love” off to another 

volunteer.  If you have a knack for design, please contact the 

church office 422-1449.  Thank you. 



 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parish Family: 

From dust to dust! Maundy Thursday. Good Friday. Meatless Fridays. Or the “I’m giving up . . . .” Yet, they are, 

in reality, the steppingstones towards Hope and Promise. This is the journey toward the blood-stained cross . …  

and the path to the Resurrected Christ? The Glorious Easter morning!   It seems true that March, in our worship 

experience, is often perceived as a dark and foreboding season of despair and pain and a way that leads to an 

ultimate destruction, shame, and brutal death, rather than the way of sanctification and liberation for the world’s 

captivity to sin. 

We see devastation and loss, but in reality, it is the path to salvation and victory for the world who, unfortunately, 

finds rejection as its common response to the cross. 

True, we too, walk the path, silently, regrettably, mournfully, because we recall and envision the sinless Lamb of 

God who willingly gave Himself to the cross, to suffer and die, so that we would not have to suffer for our 

sinfulness and shame. 

The Forty Days of Lent is the anointed Way! The Way of the Cross! The blessed Redemption! Our only Hope! So, 

on our journey to the cross, we set aside these moments to remember, to worship, to reflect, to show gratitude, and 

fill our hearts with wonder and awe. 

“He did that for me,” is whispered silently in the minds and hearts of believers. So, as we begin the walk again, 

daily, side by side, with the One who gave us His all, we know that the Easter shouts of “He is Risen” are on the 

horizon! Join us, as we once again, look forward to taking this Forty-Day Journey with you. 

Now, may God continue to bless you, keep you, sustain you and nudge you forward on this journey, by His 

gracious love, through this always renewing Season of Lent! 

We look forward to seeing you at the empty Tomb, in the dawn of Hope!  Blessings, Pastor Ken & Sue 

 

 

Versiti Blood Drive 

 
Reached our goal of 15 successful donors at 

the February 12th blood drive.   

 

Next Blood Drive is Tuesday, April 9, 2024.  

Hope to see you there. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

St. John’s Mission Endowment Fund 
 

Over twenty years ago, one of the members of St John’s, in gratitude to God, established the St. John’s Mission 

Endowment Fund. The concept was that the monies contributed would serve as the principal of the fund and 

would never be spent. Interest generated by the fund would be reinvested to help grow the fund and a portion 

would be gifted to local missions.  Over time, the fund has provided nearly $144,000 to local charitable 

organizations. 

 

2024 Charitable Organization Recipients are: 

 

Centered on Wellness Counseling           $4000 

Interfaith Ministries of SW Michigan            4000 

Forgotten Man Ministries           1000 

Neighbor to Neighbor            500 

Safe Shelter/The Avenue Family Network           1000 

Red Bud Area Ministries           500 

Berrien County Sheriff Chaplin Ministries             500 

Baroda Lake Township Child Safety Program           500 

Living Waters Ministries/Stony Lake Camp Program      2000 

 

TOTAL                     $14,000 

   

 

 

St. John’s Capital Improvements Campaign 

 

The list of property improvements/repairs projects that will be 

happening in 2024. 

 

Driveway resurface, seal and reline 

Repair and re-side the East side of Sunday School/Office building 

Refurbish shed on creek lot 

Crash bars installed on church doors 

Repair stained glass windows in Narthex and entry 

 

Projects underway: 

Boiler repairs 

Buy and install two stair chair lifts 

Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors installed  

 



 

 

  

   

 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 
Easter flower order forms are available in the Narthex.    
Your choice of Hyacinth, Lily, Tulip, or Mums.  Orders are 
due March 10th.  $8/plant.  Checks made payable to St 
John’s.  Plants may be taken home after Easter worship, 
March 31st. 

Community  

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday, March 23rd at 11:00AM 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

9193 Cleveland Avenue 

Baroda 

 

Meet the Easter Bunny! 

 

Join us inside afterwards for ice cream 

sundaes. 

We are seeking Easter candy donations and volunteers for 

the Easter Egg Hunt at St. John’s, March 23rd.   

 

Donations may be left in the baskets in the Narthex. 

 

We also need helpers during coffee hour to help stuff the 

2000 eggs March 3, 10, and 17th. 

 

Thank you so much for supporting a fun community activity 

for the kids. 



 

 

Journey through Holy Week 

 
Palm Sunday Service with brunch afterwards 

March 24th at 10AM   

 

 
Maundy Thursday Service 

March 28th  
Light Supper at 6PM 

Service at 7PM 
 

 
Good Friday Service 
March 29th at 7PM 

 

 
Easter Service 

March 31st at 10AM 
 



 

 

 

   
 

    

 

   

 

 

 
 

Sunday School Packets are ready for pick-up! 

 

Picture of our Christian Ed team putting them 

together.  Thanks Cindy and Amy!   

 
 

To our new church members, Scott and Sandy McKamey, we extend 

good wishes and are extremely blessed to welcome you to St. John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church.   

 

We pray that your faith and love for God increases every day and we will 

support and willingly share God’s love and blessings with you.   

Youth and Adult Event 

 

Save the Date:  Adopt A Road, Saturday, April 13th at 

10AM.  We will be picking up trash along Cleveland 

Avenue from Lemon Creek Road to Hinchman.   

 

Thank you to Thrivent Financial for their generous 

grant to purchase food to feed the volunteers. 



 

 

 
 

Living Water Ministries Summer Camp 

Register at www.elcalivingwater.com 

 
 

ELEMENTARY: 

 
For campers grades 1-3 
An abbreviated camp experience for younger campers wanting to give camp a test drive. This program begins Sunday 
and ends Wednesday. 
 
Welcome to All Pricing: 
$330 | $165 | $0 
 
Available Dates: 
Week 1 • June 16-19 (Sun. – Wed.) 
Week 2 • June 23-26 (Sun. – Wed.) 
Week 4 • July 7-10 (Sun. – Wed.) 
Week 6 • July 22-25 (Mon. – Thurs.) 
 

 
For campers grades 3-6 
 
A classic camp experience designed for your child to discover the love and grace of Christian community as they also 
begin to discover who they are as children of God. Includes a trip to Lewis’ Adventure Zoo. 
 
Welcome to All Pricing: 
$480 | $240 | $0 
 
Available Dates: 
Week 1 • June 16-21 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 2 • June 23-28 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 4 • July 7-12 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 6 • July 22-27 (Mon. – Sat.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.elcalivingwater.com/
https://www.elcalivingwater.com/welcometoallpricing/


 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

 
For campers grades 6-8 
 
Challenge is at the core of this experience as campers grow in understanding their own gifts & abilities through classic 
camp activities and our low and high ropes challenge courses. 
 
Welcome to All Pricing: 
$470 | $235 | $0 
 
Available Weeks: 
Week 1 • June 16-21 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 2 • June 23-28 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 4 • July 7-12 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 6 • July 22-27 (Mon. – Sat.) 
HIGH SCHOOL: 
 

 
For campers grades 8-12 
Make a difference in the name of Christ by serving others, while enjoying camp classics! During their week at camp, 
campers will have the opportunity to pick between service trip options, heading off camp to work on these projects. 
Campers will not attend Michigan’s Adventure in 2024. 
 
Welcome to All Pricing: 
$470 | $235 | $0 
 
Available Weeks: 
Week 1 • June 16-21 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 2 • June 23-28 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 4 • July 7-12 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 6 • July 22-27 (Mon. – Sat.) 
 

 
For campers grades 10-12 
Learn how to be a camp counselor while still being a camper. It’s the best of both worlds! Campers return for a second 
week to practice skills learned in the first week. 
 
Welcome to All Pricing: 
$470 | $235 | $0 
 
Available Weeks: 
Week 1 • June 16-21 (Sun. – Fri.) 
All CIT campers attend Week 1 and also select an additional week to practice skills.  
 
Additional week options include: 
Week 2 • June 23-28 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 4 • July 7-12 (Sun. – Fri.) 
Week 6 • July 22-27 (Mon. – Sat.) 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Sunday, March 24                       Palm Sunday 
Thursday, March 28                         Maundy Thursday 
Friday, March 29                Good Friday 
Sunday, March 31               Easter 
Sunday, May 19             Day of Pentecost 
Sunday, May 26               Holy Trinity Sunday 
Sunday, October 27           Reformation Sunday 
Sunday, November 3         All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, November 24         Christ the King 
Sunday, December 1  First Sunday of Advent 
Tuesday, December 24       Christmas Eve 
Wednesday, December 25      Christmas Day 
 

 
 

 Giving - With Thanks 

Consider making an annual gift to Interfaith Action to support its work in 2024. 

  

Our work, and our witness, depend on your generosity. You can send a check to Interfaith Action of SW 

Michigan, c/o St Augustine's Church, 1753 Union Ave, Benton Harbor, MI 49022. 

 

   

 

 
St. John’s has added a new offering fund.  The Music Fund is set up to pay for outside musical talent for St. John’s 

that will add to worship services i.e.: flutist, violinist, etc.      
 



 

 

  
VancoPayments.com/eGiving 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving! 
St. John’s wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly 

offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-

needed donation consistency for our congregation. 

 

Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 

church’s bank account. 

 

Online Giving lets you go to stjohnsbaroda.com at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, 

change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.    

 

Vanco is trusted by more than 22,000 churches to provide eGiving solutions that allow members and visitors 

to give how and when they want. Our suite of eGiving tools include online, mobile, text, card reader and kiosk 

options. Vanco also maintains the highest level of PCI-compliance to ensure the security of donations and 

payments processed through any of our eGiving tools. 

 

  
 

 

Leaders, Volunteers, and Mentors:  Girls on the Run is 

looking for YOU!!  Being a volunteer coach with GOTR makes a 

huge impact on your community.   

 

You can apply to be a coach at gotrswmi.org or if you have 

questions, please contact Veronica Wolf at 269-468-9711. 


